XXIV
THE MAID

FROM the early morning of Sunday, August 18, 1909,
till evening came, the Square of St. Peter's in Rome and
the interior of the great basilica itself were thronged
from end to end with worshippers and pilgrims. The
scene was brilliant with innumerable lamps, with the
robes of many cardinals and the vestments of bishops,
archbishops, and all the ranks of priesthood. The
ceremony of adding one more to the calendar of the
Blessed was performed, a solemn " Te Deum " was
sung in praise of God's eternal greatness, and Ponti-
fical Mass was celebrated, with all the splendour of
ancient ritual and music of the grandest harmony. In
the afternoon Christ's Vicar himself entered from his
palace, attended by fifteen cardinals, seventy of the
archbishops and bishops of France, with an equal
number of their Yank from elsewhere, and, amid the
gleaming lights of scarlet and gold, of green and violet,
of jewels and holy flames, he prostrated himself before
the figure of the Blessed One, to whom effectual prayer
might now be offered even by the Head of the Church
militant here on earth. Till late at night the vast
cathedral was crowded with increasing multitudes
assembled for the honour of one whom the Church
which judges securely as the world, commanded them

to revere.
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